rF 


cJV?CS7LL3ite  AR8X* 


"Bi 


t 


.T 


/£/.  JL,#>   />ft    *^~  csK+A  / 


40^&^+-.JZ*£+- ■♦  .  ^    &7*-*0 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Boston  Public  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/ludingtonfamilyfOOpatr 


*1THEI>° 


LUD1NGT0N  FAMILY 


The  First  of  the  Name  in  America. 


BY  LEWIS  S.  PATRICK. 


Marinette,  Wis  : 

The  Independent  Press, 

1886. 


+csy/ 
/m 


f  Hkistian  &  William  Iudington. 

The  earliest  record  containing  the  family  name  of  Ludington,  emigrating  to 
America,  is  found  in  the  list  of  the  ship  Hopewell,  a  vessel  of  sixty  tons  burden,  of 
which  William  Bundock  was  master,  bound  for  New  England  during  the  year  1635. 
Drake,  in  the  Founders  of  New  England,  gives  the  following  list  of  the  Hopewell,  all 
young  persons,  viz : 


James  Burgis,        -                        Age, 

14 

Maria  Coxe,       ... 

Age,  14. 

Alexander  Thirait,                          " 

20 

Maria  Peak,   - 

"    15c   ' 

Jo.  Abbott,    - 

16 

Theo.  Pell  (a  Taylor),     - 

"     22.— 

Jo.  Bellew,                                 -       " 

12 

Jos.  Bushnell  (aGlazer),     - 

"     21. 

Jo.  Johnes,    -        -        -        - 

18 

Christian  Ludington, 

"    18. 

Maria  Abbott, 

- 

Age,  16. 

Hotten's  list  of  emigrants  previous  to  the  year  1700  contains  the  same  list. 

An  examination  of  the  original  document  in  London,  England,  establishes  the 
fact  that  Christian  Ludington  was  a  young  girl.  Nothing  is  known  of  her  parent- 
age, ancestry,  or  station  in  life.  What  became  of  her  after  she  embarked  on  the 
Hopewell,  or  where  she  settled  upon  her  arrival,  belongs  to  the  speculative.  Tomb 
108  in  the  Granary -burying  ground,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  bears  the  names  of 
Joseph  Tilden  and  C.  Ludington.  The  records  do  not.  furnish  any  identity  who  the 
latter  person  may  have  been.  If  the  emigrant  girl,  she  may  have  been  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Tilden,  lived  and  died  in  Boston  or  vicinity. 

The  second  person  of  whom  there  is  authentic  record  bearing  the  name,  was  Will- 
iam Ludington.  Savage,  in  his  Genealogical  Register,  says  he  lived  in  that  part  of 
Charlestown  which  afterwards  became  Maiden.  The  time  given,  1642.  This  date 
cannot  be  accepted  as  conclusive.  The  records  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony, 
in  New  England,  makes  the  time  not  far  from  1640.  From  these  records,  under 
date  of  May  13,  1640,  occurs  an  order  which  restrained  buildings  not  to  be  above 
a  half  of  a  mile  from  the  meeting  house.  It  was  repealed,  and  William  Ludington, 
"his  failing  therein  is  remitted  him."  From  the  order  already  mentioned  it  is 
apparent,  and  before  May  13,  1640,  he  had  located  and  built  his  habitation.  The 
building  outside  of  the  prescribed  limits  ought  to  indicate  about  the  time  he  may 
have  arrived  on  these  shores. 

Further  information  is  obtained  of  him  through  the  records  of  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts,  by  T.  B.  Wyman.  This  authority  establishes  his  age,  that  of  his 
wife,  names  other  children  not  mentioned   by  Savage,  their  ages  and  his  estate. 

The  abstract : 

"William  Ludington,  age  51,  1659,  of  Maiden,  Juror  1660.  Marriage,  Ellen,  age 
40,  1659.  Issue  1st:  Thomas  (heir),  age  20,  1657.  2d  :  John,  age  17,  1657.  3d  : 
Marv,  born  6  (12)  1642-3.  More  at  Maiden  and  New  Haven.  Estate,  buvs  of  R. 
Hall  15  acres  at  Maiden;  Bot,  of  Theo.  Peirce,  N.  W.  Dr.  Palgrave,  N.  E.  J.  Sibley, 
S.  E.  J.  Hubbert,  S.  W.  Widow  Cole.  5  acre  lot,  Bot  of  J.  Hodges,  S.  E.  Widow 
Cole,  S.  W.  J.  Grover,  J.  Osborn,  N.  E.  T.  Molten,  N.  W.  by  15  acre  lot.  1649, 
Sold  to  Jos  Carter  5  acres.  Moved  to  New  Haven.  John  White  petitioned  for  Ad- 
ministration 1  (8)  1661. 

The  deed  given  by  R.  Hall  for  the  purchase  made  of  him  denotes  the  occupation 
of  Ludington,  a  weaver.  Hall  was  a  pipe  stave  maker.  The  deed  is  recorded 
in  the  Middlesex  records,  Leger  1,  p.  113,  and  bears  date  December  10th,  1649. 

The  time  of  removal  from  Maiden  to  New  Haven  is  unknown..  Being  a  juror  m 
Maiden  in  1660  indicates  he  was  living  there  then.  His  death  at  the  East  Haven 
Iron  Works,  1662,  confines  the  time  of  removal  to  the  intervening  period.  The  re- 
moval to  New  Haven  establishes  him  as  the  ancestor  of  the  Ludington  family 


name  in  America.  His  suns,  William  and  Thomas,  perpetuating  the  name  and 
family.  The  probate  records  of  Middlesex  county  in  East  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts, contain  "a  true  inventory  of  the  estate  of  William  Ludington,  who  was  an  in- 
habitant in  the  town  of  Maulden  in  the  county  of  Middlesex."  This  inventory  was 
sworn  to  in  court,  Feb.  1st,  1662,  by  John  Bariat.  Only  some  half  dozen  items 
are  mentioned  ;  wheat,  corn,  etc.,  about  £10  in  value;  debts  due,  £25  ;  due  from 
the  estate,  £14.  No  mention  is  made  of  his  real  estate.  His  estate  at  New  Haven 
was  sworn  to  in  a  court  held  at  New  Haven,  May  25th,  1663,  and  was  as  follows: 

"An  inventory  of  ye  estate  of  William  Ludington,  late  of  New  Haven,  deceased, 
amounting  to  £156  and  10. s  upon  oath  attested  y t  ye  aprizents  was  just  to  the 
best  of  their  light  by  John  Cooper,  Sen.  and  Matthew  Moulton  in  court  at  New 
Haven,  1662-63." 

The  identity  of  William  Ludington,  the  emigrant  and  settler  at  Maiden  with  that 
of  William  of  New  Haven,  who  died  at  the  East  Haven  Iron  Works,  is  formed  upon 
the  authority  and  credibility  of  Savage's  Genealogical  Register,  Farmer's  Register 
both  of  whom  refer  to  Dodd's  East  Haven  Register.  Wyman's  Records  of  Charles- 
ton, Massachusetts,  also  mentions  him  and  states  he  removed  to  New  Haven. 

Little  is  known  of  him  after  his  removal  to  New  Haven.  His  probable  residence 
was  East  Haven.  An  extract  from  the  East  Haven  records  locates  him  there,  and 
his  death  briefly  mentioned.  "In  1662  John  Porter  obtained  a  piece  of  land  to  set 
his  blacksmith  shop  upon,  and  about  the  same  time  John  Tuttle  Jun.  sold  him  his 
house  and  home  lot.  About  the  same  time  William  Ludington  died  and  his  widow 
bought  of  John  Tuttle  Jun.  land  at  Stony  River  which  was  a  part  of  his  patri- 
mony." This  event  is  but  a  glimpse,  but  enough  to  make  him  a  resident  of  East 
Haven,  and  among  the  first  settlers  there. 

His  death  at  the  East  Haven  Iron  Works  indicates  his  probable  occupation,  at 
this  time  an  iron  worker.  The  manner  in  which  he  died,  whether  accidental  or 
unusual  gave  him  a  prominence  above  all  others.  His  death  is  the  only  one  thus 
mentioned  in  the  records  of  the  East  Haven  colonists.  The  inference,  he  was  a  man 
of  more  than  usual  prominence  and  presence  among  the  colonists  of  his  time. 

The  manner  in  which  he  lived,  the  influence  he  had  in  his  community,  the  impress 
he  made  upon  the  time  in  which  he  lived,  his  antecedents,  character  and  standing 
among  his  fellow  men,  the  family  tradition  and  history  are  silent. 

His  disregard  of  the  order  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  marks  him  as  a  man 
of  determination,  strong  will,  positive  character  and  bearing.  The  struggling  colo- 
ny, subject  to  peril  from  the  Indians,  and  yet  in  its  infancy,  had  adopted  the  meas- 
ure for  defense  and  preservation.  This  order  others  may  have  disregarded,  and  its 
abolition  became  a  necessity.  It  was  no  light  matter  to  disobey  the  mandates  of 
puritanical  law  at  this  time  in  the  history  of  the  New  England  colonies.  He,  who 
dared  to  transgress,  subjected  himself  to  severe  penalties.  William  Ludington  dis- 
regarded the  law,  defied  the  authority  of  the  colony,  and  ignored  the  dangers  that 
might  overtake  him.  His  action  warrants  the  elements  of  a  positive,  fearless  and 
a  deciisive  im  n.  His  demeanor  had  the  character  and  disposition  calculated  to 
sustain  the  reputation  of  a  hardy  and  daring  pioneer,  able  to  combat  the  necessities, 
the  privations  the  early  fathers  had  to  combat,  during  the  early  days  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

William  Ludington  appears  to  have  been  such  a  man. 

William  Ludington  was  born  1608.  His  wife  Ellen  was  born  1617.  Their  mar- 
riage probably  occurred  about  1635-36.    Their  children  were  Thomas,  heir,  born 

1637;  John,  born  1640;  Mary,  born  Dec.  6,  1642-3;  William, ;    Hannah, ; 

Matthew,  born  Dec,  1657,  died  Jan.,  1658. 

Thomas  removed  to  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  He 
was  married.    John,  also  married,  it  is  probable  he  remained  in  Connecticut.    His 


descendants  removed  to  Vermont.  William  was  twice  married,  first  to  Martha 
Rose,  and  then  to  Mercy  Whitehead.  He  lived  and  died  in  the  New  Haven  Colony. 
His  descendants  are  numerous.     Henry  was  "slayned"  in  the  Indian  wars  1676. 

HIS  LANDED  PROPERTY. 

A  sale  of  Land  by  Ralph  Hall  unto  William  Luddington,  both  of  Charletowne, 
the  10th  day  of  the  10th  moneth,  1649. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  That  I,  Ralph  Hall,  of  Charletowne  in  New  Eng- 
land, Pipe  stave  maker,  for  a  certaine  valluable  consideration  by  mee  in  hand  Re- 
•  ceived,  by  which  I  doe  acknowledge  myselfe  to  be  fully  satisfied,  and  payed,  and 
contented;  Have  bargained,  sould,  given,  and  granted,  and  doe  by  these  presents 
Bargaine,  sell,  give,  and  grant  unto  william  Luddington  of  Charletowne  aforesayd, 
Weaver,  Twenty  Achors  of  Land,  more  or  less,scituate,  Lying,  and  Beeing  in  Maul- 
den,  That  is  to  say,  fifteen  Acres  of  Land,  more  or  less  which  I,  the  sayd  Ralph  for- 
merly purchased  at  the  hand  of  Thomas  Peirce,  of  Charltowne,  senior,  Bounded  on 
the  Northwest  by  the  land  of  Mr.  Palgrave,  Phisition,  on  the  Northeast  by  the 
Lands  of  John  Sybly,  on  the  South  Easte  by  the  Lands  of  James  Hubbert,  and  on 
the  South  west  by  the  Land  of  widdow  Coale,  And  the  other  five  Acres  herein  men- 
cioned  sould  to  the  sayd  WTilliam,  Are  five  Acres,  more,  or  less,  bounded  on  the 
southeast  by  the  Land  of  Widdow  Coale  aforesaid,  on  the  southwest  by  Thomas 
Grover  and  Thomas  Osborne,  Northeast  by  the  Ground  of  Thomas  Molton,  and 
Northwest  by  the  forsaycle  fifeteen  Acres:  which  five  acres  1  formerly  purchased  of 
Mr.  John  John  Hodges,  of  Charltowne.  To  Have  and  to  honld  the  sayd  fifeteen 
acres,  and  five  Acres  oFLands,  with  all  the  Appurtenances  and  priviledges  thereoff 
To  Him,  the  sayd  William  Luddington  his  heigres  and  Assignees  for  ever:  And  by 
mee,  the  sayd  Ralph  Hall,  and  Mary  my  wife,  to  bee  bargained  sould,  given,  and 
confirmed  unto  him,  the  saydwilliam,  and  hisheigresand  assignesfur  him,  and  them 
peasable  and  quietly  to  possess,  inioy,  and  improve  to  his  and  their  owne  proper 
use  and  usses  for  ever,  and  the  same  by  us  by  vertue  hereoff  to  bee  warrantedtised 
(sic)  mayntained,  and  defended  from  any  other  person  or  persons  hereafter  Laying 
clayme  to  the  same  by  any  former  contract  or  agreement  concerning  the  same:  In 
witness  whereof,  I,  the  sayd  Ralph  Hall  with  Mary  my  wife,  for  our  selves,  our 
heires,  executors  and  Administrators,  have  hereunto  sett  our  hands  and  seales. 

Dated  this  Tenth  day  of  December  1649. 

This  is  testified  before  the  worshipfull  Mr.  Richard  Bellingham. 

John  Greene. 

( John  Greene  was  the  Town  clerk  or  Recorder.) 

In  the  Third  Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston, — transcrib- 
ing the  Charlestown  Book  of  Possession,  William  Luddington  on  the  17th  day  of 
September,, made  the  following  conveyance  to  Joseph  Carter: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  william  Luddington  of  charletown  Inhab- 
itant, dwelling  on  that  part  of  the  toune  which  is  commonly  called  Mistik  sycle, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  weaver:  have,  for  and  m  consideration  of  nine  pound 
ten  shillings,  already  received  in  good  merchantable  payment,  given,  granted,  sould, 
and  confirmed:  and  by  these  presents  doth  fully,  absolutely,  give,  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  and  confirm  uuto  Joseph  Cartar  of  the  sayd  Towne  and  County:  currier:  one 
messuage  or  tenement,  with  all  the  Land  tilled  or  untilled  belonging  to  the  same, 
that  is  to  say  five  acres  of  Land,  more  or  less,  as  it  was  anciently  layd  out  to  will- 
iam Dade;  with  all  the  fences,  Timber,  and  appurtenances  thereunto  lying  and 
belonging,  scituate  lying  and  being  on  mistik  syde,  Bounded  on  the  East  by  George 
Hutcheson,  and  Peeter  Tuft,  and  on  the  North  west  by  Manis  sally:  and  south  by 
william  Dade,  To  have  and  to  hold  &c.  John  Greene. 


AN  INVENTORY 
Of  the  estate  of  Win.  Ludington,  late  of  New  Haven,  deceased,  taken  and  apprised 
by  John  Cooper  and  Mathew  Moulthrop.  /£    l 


G  3 


I lbs I sh.  I  d. 


02 

00 
00 


Inv  ty  P  bd  s,  boulsters  pillows,  coverlits,  rugs,  curtains— value.  .  20  07 

18  sheets,  pillow  covers,  table  clothes  and  a  blanket 05   16 

'         18  rive  yards  %  of  k rosin 02   OO 

"        18  four  yards  of  red  kersey 01   on  oil 

"        18  six  yards  of  kersey ...".."!."":""."   02   14  on 

18  five  yards  of  serze  at  7s "' oT   15  qo 

18  eight  yards  blew  kersey  at  7s !!!""".""."."."!   02   16  no 

18  twelve  yards  of  serge  at  6s "!!!!.""'.!!!!!!   00   18  00 

18  1  %th  of  wosted  yarns 00   12  00 

"        18  l%th  of  woolen  yarns 00   05  01) 

18  4  guns,  2  swords  and  a  piece  of  a  sword !!!!!"!.!"!!"!!"   05   16  00 

"        18  3  chests  and  three  boxes 02   00  00 

18  pewter,  chamber  pots,  spoons  and  2  saucepans ""."." 02   18  0? 

$  2  dripping  pans,  1  cup,  4  cream  pots,  some  eartyn  ware 00   08  02 

18  3  bottles  and  a  tu  mill ' 00   02  06 

18  warming  pan, 2  iron  pots.kettle,  brass  pot  2  skil'letsj  rv'ing  pari   03   15  00 

18  iron  dogs,  tramell,  share  and  coulter  and  a  iron  square....        01    01  06 

$  tooles,  wedges,  sithes  &  a  payre  of  still  yards  &  a  71b  waight  05 1  04  00 

j8  a  smoothing  iron,  a  parcell  of  wayles,  a  hogshead  &  2  chests   01    08  00 

#  sheeps  wooll  and  cotton  wooli 09   io  00 

18  Indyan  come,  71b  10s;  10  bush  turnips,  18s 08   08  00 

18.  2  loomes  and  furniture,  3  cha.yres i  05   09  00 

18  wooden  ware,  a  table  &  forme,  a  sieve,  some  trendies  &  bagges   01    09  04 

18  house  and  land  601bs '          qq   q{)  ()q 

18  3  cowes  &  two  calves,  2  sowes  &  3  shoates 16  06  OS 

P  6  loads  of  hay,  50s,  and  some  other  thinges  in  all 30   07  00 

158~02  09 

The  Estate  Cr 1 00 1  15  100 

The  Estate  Dr |  02  |  07  (  09 

Which  being  deducted  there  remains 156  |  10  |  00 

The  marke.  i.  e.  of  ) 

John  Cooper,  J-Apprisers. 

Mathew  Moulthrop,  J 
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